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INTRODUCTION
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Legal and Regulatory Challenges: Where to Start?

Overview Results 2016-2018
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Drafting work 
programme

Public 
Deliverable 

7.1 
Questionnaire Legal 

Instruments
Asset 

Classification

The first year was 
used to investigate the 
status quo and current 
legal challenges

Stakeholder 
interaction: check 
whether findings D7.1 
match practice 

Topic of today‘s 
presentation

Overview of status quo & challenges
- International Law
- EU Law
- National Law: 

BE/DK/FR/DE/NL/NO/SE/UK

Which legal instrument fits 
which problem? 
Approach at 
international/EU/national 
level or a combination?
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Legal and Regulatory Challenges: Where to go next?

Future outlook: Research aims 2018-2019 
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Support Schemes
Offshore 

Grid 
Operation

Licenses and 
Permits Decommissioning Final 

Report

How to regulate 
support schemes in an 
offshore grid?

How to streamline 
license and permit 
granting processes for 
cross-border 
infrastructure 

Input for WP12 + 
public report + 

stakeholder interaction

Which legal action is 
needed for smooth 
offshore grid operation?

What to do at the end 
of the lifetime of 
offshore wind farms 
connected to an 
offshore grid?
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ASSET CLASSIFICATION
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• Hub-to-hub
• Offshore wind farms are connected to an existing interconnector (Tee-in)
• The entire asset (windfarm connection and interconnection) is constructed 

more or less at the same time
• A meshed offshore grid with grid extensions from time to time 

Currently: 
- how an asset is connected determines regulatory status!
- Legislation does not do justice to specifics of hybrid/meshed grids: 

access/dispatch
- Wish to keep current regulatory system in place for existing 

infrastructure = more legal certainty

CHAPTER 1 – SAMPLE TITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

ASSET CLASSIFICATION – CONNECTION SCENARIOS
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• Retain current laws > Kriegers Flak
• Classification as “upstream” > gas pipeline system on the North Sea
• New Definition?

• Cross-border between two or more states
• Offshore (geographically located in the seabed, except where the cable ‘lands’ in the onshore grid)
• Starting from onshore connection point (i.e. HVDC converter station or AC transformer station), to be 

specified in lower legislation such as Network Codes
• With the purpose of connecting offshore renewable electricity generators to the onshore 

transmission network/s and of hosting cross-border electricity flows

CHAPTER 1 – SAMPLE TITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

REGULATORY OPTIONS
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‘cross-border offshore electricity grid’ 
=
‘transmission assets that connect offshore generation from renewable 
energy sources to onshore connection points in two or more national 
electricity systems.’ 

CHAPTER 1 – SAMPLE TITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

NEW DEFINITION?
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‘Cross-border offshore electricity grid’ 
=

‘transmission assets that connect offshore generation 
from renewable energy sources to onshore connection 

points in two or more national electricity systems.’ 

CHAPTER 1 – SAMPLE TITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

NEW DEFINITION?
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Financial Regulation: 
For the ‘cross-border offshore electricity grid’, income should be based on 
regulated income rather than on congestion revenue.

Access &Dispatch: 
No more priority access&dispatch, instead focus on development of good 
market principles

CHAPTER 1 – SAMPLE TITLE FOR THIS CHAPTER

CONSEQUENCES
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Financial Regulation

Ownership

Access & Dispatch
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CONCLUSION + Q&A
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